
SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO BAIL SCHEDULE 
 
 
On April 6, 2020, the Judicial Council of California directed all Superior Courts in 
California to adopt a revised bail schedule beginning on April 13, in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. On April 13, 2020, the Superior Court issued a revised bail schedule 
consistent with the Judicial Council's order. 
 
The new emergency bail schedule is now in effect.  As a result, bail for all felony and 
misdemeanor offenses will be zero (meaning no bail is required), except for an offense 
that falls within one of thirteen (13) categories. A list of the crimes that fall within these 
13 categories is attached. For the offenses in the 13 categories, the bail amount 
continues to be the amount reflected in the current San Diego County Superior Court 
Bail Schedule and can include bail enhancements.   
 
 

PROCEDURES 
 
 

Cite and Release With an Order To Appear 
 
When an arresting officer makes an arrest for an offense or offenses that require zero 
bail, the arrestee should be cited and released in the field and given a court date. The 
Sheriff's Department has modified its booking acceptance criteria to not accept 
arrestees whose total bail is zero.  
 
Seeking a modification of bail amount or conditions of release when appropriate 
 
Arresting officers may seek a bail modification in cases where it is necessary to protect 
public safety or an individual is unlikely to appear if released with zero bail. The Judicial 
Council order leaves intact those provisions that allow a court to deny bail if certain 
conditions are met. 
 
One such provision is Article I, Section 12 of the California constitution. Under section 
12, a court must deny bail in the following circumstances.  
 

- For capital crimes, where the facts are evident or the presumption great 
 

- Felony offenses involving acts of violence on another person, or felony sexual 
assault offenses on another person, when the facts are evident or the 
presumption great and the court finds based upon clear and convincing 
evidence that there is a substantial likelihood the person’s release would 
result in great bodily harm to others. 

 
- Felony offenses when the facts are evident or the presumption great and the 

court finds based on clear and convincing evidence that the person has 





Vista Detention Facility – 
Las Colinas Detention and Reentry Facility –  
 

5. After reviewing the Bail Setting Request Form, the watch commander will then 
initiate a conference call between the arresting officer and the duty judge.  The 
arresting officer should be prepared to talk about the circumstances of the crime 
and articulate to the judge why, based on the facts of the case, he or she 
believes that the defendant, if released, is likely to commit great bodily harm on 
others.   
 

6. If the bail is modified from zero, or release conditions are imposed, the arrestee 
can then be transported and booked into the appropriate facility.   
 

7. If the request is denied, the arrestee should be cited and released in the field and 
given a court date to appear. 
 

Arrest on a warrant 
 
If an arrest is made on a warrant, an officer can still take the arrestee directly to jail and 
book them on the outstanding warrant.   
 
 
 




