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San Diego County
Sheriff’s Department

Legal Affairs Unit

Sheriff's Management Update

Robert Faigin, Director/Chief Legal Advisor
Jon Yu, Legal Advisor

Mandy Lomnicky, Legal Advisor
Mike Baranic, Legal Advisor
Christine Lawyer, Paralegal

Nina Mascardo, Administrative Secretary

What is the Legal Affairs Unit
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What is the Legal Affairs Unit

4 Lawyers vs. 4000 employees
Robert Faigin 

Director of Legal Affairs/

Chief Legal Advisor

Who Comprises the Legal Affairs Unit
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4 Lawyers vs. 4000 employees
Jon Yu

Legal Advisor

Who Comprises the Legal Affairs Unit

4 Lawyers vs. 4000 employees
Mandy Lomnicky

Legal Advisor

Who Comprises the Legal Affairs Unit
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4 Lawyers vs. 4000 employees
Mike Baranic

Legal Advisor/(Director in waiting)

Who Comprises the Legal Affairs Unit

Christine Lawyer, Paralegal

Nina Mascardo, Admin. Secretary II

Who Comprises the Legal Affairs Unit
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Who can request services from Legal Affairs?

Who can request services from Legal Affairs?

 P&P section 1.13:

 In order to promote efficiency and 
consistency, all requests for legal services, 
opinions, and inquiries must go through the 
chain of command, up to the level of Captain, 
watch commander, or professional staff 
equivalents. However, notifications mandated 
by P&P sections 6.123 and 6.124 (summons, 
complaints, subpoenas) should be forwarded 
to the Legal Affairs Unit directly.
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Review Disciplinary Recommendations:

Review every recommendation for discipline 15 days and over.

Why?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Review Disciplinary Recommendations:

When do we review?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Review Disciplinary Recommendation (cont.)

What are we looking for?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Review Disciplinary Recommendation (cont.)

How long does the review process take?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Review Disciplinary Recommendation (cont.)

What happens after it is reviewed?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings 
(cont.)
There are five civil service commissioners that make up 
the Civil Service Commission.  
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings 
(cont.)
Scheduling can be difficult

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings 
(cont.)
Meet with witnesses
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings 
(cont.)
Prepare exhibits

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings 
(cont.)
Hearing
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Civil Service Hearings 
(cont.)
The decision

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Case Evaluation Committee

What is the case evaluation committee?

When is settlement committee?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Case Evaluation Committee

Who from the Department attends?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Case Evaluation Committee

Why do cases settle?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff at Case Evaluation Committee

What is the Sheriff’s role in the Case Evaluation Committee?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff in closed session with the Board of Supervisors

What is closed session
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff in closed session with the Board of Supervisors

Who is present from the Department?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Represent the Sheriff in closed session with 
the Board of Supervisors
Can Sheriff stop a case from settling?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

We attend risk roundtables

What is a risk roundtable?

WHAT DO WE DO?

We Handle Pitchess Motions

What is a Pitchess Motion?
How do we learn of them?
How do we respond?
IA notifies the deputy and pulls files.
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WHAT DO WE DO?

We Handle Pitchess Motions

Whose privilege is it?

WHAT DO WE DO?

We Handle Pitchess Motions

Legal Standard for Gaining Access
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WHAT DO WE DO?

We Handle Pitchess Motions

What if they establish good cause to look in my file?

WHAT DO WE DO?

We handle Pitchess Motions

What if there is stuff in my file?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

We handle Pitchess Motions

Who is part of the motion?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of CIRB

What is CIRB
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What do we do?

 Member of CIRB

 Who makes up the Board? 

 A representative from each Bureau and the office of 
the Sheriff:
 Commander White – Represents Courts

 Commander Rylaarsdam – Represents Law Enforcement

 Commander Buchanan – Represents Detentions

 Commander Brown‐Lisk – Represents Human Resources

 Director Faigin – Represents the Office of the Sheriff 

WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of the CIRB

Who else is present?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of the CIRB

What types of incidents do we review?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of the CIRB

What happens at the hearing?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of the CIRB

What happens after the CIRB?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of the CIRB

What if policy violations are discovered?
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Member of the CIRB

CIRB recommendations

What do we do?

 Deal with legal papers: Subpoena
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Deal with legal papers:

Subpoenas 6.123

Subpoena Duces Tecum

What do we do?

 Deal with legal papers: Summons and Complaint
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Deal with legal papers:

Summons and Complaints 6.124

How should you handle service issues?

What do we do?

 Deal with legal papers:

 Summons and Complaints 6.124

 Request for representation:

49

50



•26

WHAT DO WE DO?

California Public Record Act requests (CPRA) P&P 7.3

WHAT DO WE DO?

Appear in Court on Behalf of Department

Detentions 

Law enforcement

Liaison with Courts over legislative issues
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Review P&P’s

Provide training

Provide Legal Updates to Department

Review Training Bulletins

The end

Questions?
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