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Sheriff’s Department
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Robert Faigin, Chief Legal Advisor

ORIGIN OF SKELLY 
HEARINGS
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WHO WAS JOHN SKELLY?

ACTUAL CHARGES AGAINST 
SKELLY
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THE LAWSUIT

PERMANENT EMPLOYEE 
STATUS 
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14TH AMENDMENT

…nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law…

WHAT PROCESS IS DUE?

Notice of the proposed action.
The reasons for the proposed action.
A copy of the charges and materials upon which the action is 
based.
The right to respond, either orally or in writing, to the authority 
initially imposing discipline.
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WHAT PROCESS IS NOT DUE?

WHY DUE PROCESS?
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WHEN IS A SKELLY HEARING 
GIVEN?

WHO IS THE SKELLY 
OFFICER?
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WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE 
SKELLY OFFICER?

CAN AN EMPLOYEE HAVE A 
REP?
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THE SKELLY HEARING

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER 
HEARING?
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WHAT HAPPENS IF WE DON’T 
GIVE A SKELLY HEARING?
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The end

Questions?
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