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WANTS AND WARRANTS 

 
A Wants and Warrants check is conducted on all incarcerated individuals booked into a Sheriff's 
detention facility. This is completed to determine if the incarcerated individual has any 
outstanding local, state, or federal warrants. Once an individual's name and date of birth are 
saved in the Mini Personal Data Navigator, the Jail Information Management System (JIMS) 
initiates a State and Federal wants and warrants query. A second query is conducted after 
Sheriff's Records and Identification Division verifies the JIMS number and enters a System Control 
Number (SCN).  In addition, a local search is initiated using the incarcerated individual's name, 
DOB, driver's license, social security number and up to fifteen AKA’s.   
 
JIMS VERIFICATION AND SYSTEM CONTROL NUMBER 

The Sheriff's Records and Identification Division is responsible for identifying incarcerated 
individuals in custody.  The incarcerated individual's fingerprints are captured electronically on 
the LIVESCAN Ten Print Machine by sworn staff during the intake process and transmitted via 
telephone lines to the Records and Identification Division.  Upon receipt of the prints, various 
methods are used to identify the incarcerated individual utilizing the local Criminal History 
System or the CAL-ID Automated Fingerprint System, which is a digitalized database of 
fingerprints of all individuals at the local level and the State Department of Justice. After 
establishing identity, Sheriff's Records links the incarcerated individual to an existing record, or a 
new record is created.  A System Control Number is entered, which automatically changes the 
"N" in the JIMS Verified field to "Y."    
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SYSTEM CONTROL NUMBER NOT ENTERED 

If there is NO System Control Number, Sheriff's Records has not completed their identification 
process and the warrant responses will not be complete.  Do NOT check the responses nor enter 
a “C” in the Wants and Warrants screen.  

Note: It may take four to six hours to receive the System Control Number.   

 

Until an Initial Clearance selection is made on the Wants and Warrants screen, the incarcerated 
individual will appear on the Booking queue with a book status of Wants & Warrants.  All 
incarcerated individuals remaining on the queue with this status will be periodically checked until 
Sheriff's Records completes the identification process. 

After four hours, complete the Request to Verify Receipt of Livescan, and fax to Sheriff's Records 
to confirm if the incarcerated individual's prints were received.  If the prints were not received, 
sworn staff will be notified that the incarcerated individual needs to be re-printed.  If the prints 
were received, the incarcerated individual's record will continue to be checked periodically until 
Records completes the identification process and enters the SCN and JIMS Verified Y. 
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RESPONSES 

On the Wants and Warrants screen there should be seven responses.  The first response will be 
for any local warrants, the proceeding five will be SUN responses and the last response will be 
for any outstanding temporary restraining orders. If less than seven (7) responses appear, wait 
for a longer period of time, click REFRESH or try resending wants and warrants. 

 

After ensuring the incarcerated individual has been JIMS verified, an SCN number has generated, 
and we have at least 7 responses you may begin the JIMS Want and Warrant check. 

If a Warrant or NCIC hit is found, we must determine if it is acceptable.  Next determine if the 
incarcerated individual in custody matches the identifiers on the warrant or NCIC hit.  Use 
identifiers such as CII number, FBI number, DOB, SSN, AKA's, and demographics. 

Examples of local warrants found: 

• MUNI COURT (LIMITED) – A warrant issued for the arrest of an individual usually on 
misdemeanor charges. There are four types: Bench Warrant, Warrant of Arrest, Warrant 
of Commitment, and Warrant of Attachment. 

• SUPERIOR COURT (GENERAL) - A warrant issued for the arrest of an individual usually 
containing felony charges and a superior court case number starting with an “S.” 

• DRUG COURT - A warrant issued by drug court for the arrest of an individual for failure to 
comply with drug treatment probation conditions. 

• JUVENILE - A warrant issued by juvenile court for the arrest of an individual on juvenile 
matters. The warrant does not have to be for a person under the age of 18. 

• COMMIT - A warrant issued for the arrest of an individual that states a specified number 
of days to be served. These warrants are NOT to be released per PC 825. 

• CIVIL COURT - A warrant issued for civil matters. 
• 1209 - A warrant issued by Civil Court for failing to comply with a Civil Court Order, also 

called a Civil Contempt Warrant. 
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The highlighted areas show the type of warrant, CII and FBI numbers, the warrant number and 
what court jurisdiction the warrant is out of. 
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Example of a Federal warrant: 

• FEDERAL - A warrant issued by the Federal Government for charges pending against an 
individual. 

 

 

The highlighted areas show the type of warrant, SSN, and warrant number.  In this case the FBI 
and CII number did not populate.  If this occurs you should use other identifiable information 
such as AKA's, DOB, SSN, and demographics to match the warrant to the incarcerated individual 
in custody. 
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Example of a Fugitive warrant: 

• FUGITIVE - A warrant issued on an individual for charges in another state. 
• GOVERNOR’S WARRANT - A warrant issued by the Governor (of any state) for an 

individual who is the subject of a criminal complaint. 

 

The highlighted areas state, "No Extradition-Instate Pick-Up Only" and "See Mis Field for Limits". 

This means the warrant is not extraditable from another state, so we must determine what state 
the warrant is from.  After checking the "MIS" field for more information the warrant states it is 
a misdemeanor warrant out of Tennessee. 
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Examples of an Out of County Warrant: 

• OUT OF COUNTY - A warrant originating from another county. 

The highlighted areas show a misdemeanor warrant from the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department.  
We do not accept misdemeanor out of county warrants. 

 

The highlighted areas show a Felony warrant (indicated by FEL) from the Los Angeles Police 
Department. 
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Other Warrant Types 

• MILITARY DESERTERS - A warrant issued by the Federal Government for an individual who
is enlisted in the U.S military and did not return to duty.

• COUNTY PAROLE - A warrant issued by the County of San Diego for the arrest of an
individual who violated the terms of their county parole.

• POST RELEASE COMMUNITY SUPERVISION – A warrant issued for the arrest of an
individual who has violated the conditions of mandatory supervision by the Probation
Department.

REQUESTING WARRANTS 

When a “HIT” meeting the booking acceptance criteria is located, the wanting agency will be 
contacted to request the warrant abstract(s). The abstract will eventually become part of a court 
case file, which is public record. When requesting an abstract, provide the Sheriff's Warrant Unit 
with the following: 

• warrant number
• date of issuance
• name of the subject
• incarcerated individual's booking number
• facility printer identification number

Warrants which will delay the release of an incarcerated individual past the PC 825 scheduling 
date or would cause a court conflict with previously scheduled court appearances, will not be 
called for. In addition, warrants will be called upon alphabetically by the court of jurisdiction. 

• Central Division
• Eastern Division
• Northern Division
• Southern Division

INCARCERATED PERSON RETURNEES – When these incarcerated individuals are produced, the 
matter for which they are produced from state prison is normally resolved, including 
the clearance of any warrant.  However, an initial warrant check for the case, which they 
were produced for, will be conducted. If the active warrant for the case has not been cleared, 
call for and clear the warrant.  No other warrants will be called for. 

COMMITTED AND UNCOMMITTED INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS – Call for and clear all felony, 
commit, CP 1209, juvenile court, domestic violence, Superior Court and San Diego County 
misdemeanor warrants regardless of jurisdiction. 
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INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS COMMNITTED TO STATE PRISON  

Outstanding warrants for assigned males at birth incarcerated individuals will be cleared and 
booked if the incarcerated individual is NOT scheduled for an upcoming prison run.  These arrests 
reflect a disposition of DOCP – Pending DOC Transfer.  Warrants will NOT be cleared and booked 
for incarcerated individuals with the disposition of CDC- California Department Correction 
Transport.   

Outstanding warrants for assigned females at birth incarcerated individuals will only be cleared 
and booked if the incarcerated individual is NOT scheduled for an upcoming prison run. 

 

OUT OF COUNTY AND FUGITIVE – Request and process out-of-county and fugitive warrants 
according to the Out of County and Fugitive sections of this manual. 

 

RETURNING WARRANT ABSTRACTS 

There will be abstracts that are not served for various reasons (subject not in custody, subject 
released, wrong subject, etc.). A request will be made to the Court of Issuance to restore and 
reactivate the warrant. Complete the Return of Unserved Warrant Abstract, (PAT-65 form) and 
give it to a Detention Processing Supervisor for signature. Copies will be made of the form and 
abstract and placed in the incarcerated individual's custody record. The originals will be sent to 
the Court of Issuance. 

WARRANT NOTIFICATION 

Reference Sheriff’s Policy and Procedure section Q.25  

Pursuant to Penal Code 850(c), a (J-124 form) is used to notify incarcerated individuals in custody 
that a warrant or abstract was discovered after the initial booking process. This includes out of 
county, fugitive, military deserter, and federal warrants. This does not include parole violations 
and immigration detainers. 

https://ssp.sdsheriff.com/DSB/IPD/Training/Forms%20%20Resources/J-124%20Notificaton%20Form%20Per%20850(C)%20PC.pdf
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If a warrant is discovered for an incarcerated individual after the initial booking process, the 
detentions processing technician (DPT) will retrieve the warrant or abstract and make a 
photocopy in which all telephone numbers listed will be redacted. This copy will be provided to 
the incarcerated individual along with a completed J-124 form. A copy of the J-124 will be 
retained for tracking purposes until the completed form has been received. 

The housing deputy will ensure the incarcerated individual signs in the designated area. After 
witnessing the incarcerated individual's signature, the deputy will provide their signature and 
ARJIS number in the designated area. The redacted copy of the warrant remains with the 
incarcerate individual and the J-124 will be return to detentions processing staff to be filed in the 
incarcerated individual's custody record along with the original copy of the warrant. 

If a warrant or abstract is discovered for an incarcerated individual housed at another facility, the 
warrant or abstract will be faxed/scanned to the housing facility for the above process to be 
completed.  
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Temporary Restraining Orders 

During your Wants and Warrants check you will also be checking for any active TRO's (Temporary 
Restraining Orders) that have not been served.  Check the service date on the TRO and the 
incarcerated individual's identifying information 

Examples TRO's found: 

 

 

*If an active TRO is found, print out the response and give it to a processing sergeant to have the 
incarcerated individual served.   



 
 

Back to Top 
 
Revised 03/22 Wants and Warrants 12 
     

CLEARING WANTS AND WARRANTS 

Once you have completed reviewing all of the responses you can clear the Wants and Warrants 
by selecting "C", save first and then close. 

 

 

*A wants and warrants query can be initiated at any time by clicking on the W/W Request button 
at the bottom of the Wants and Warrants Check navigator 
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USING SDLAW TO LOOK UP WANTS AND WARRANTS 

If JIMS or the Records division are experiencing technical difficulties, we can use SDLaw to check 
warrants. The identification process must be complete with a 'Y' in the Jim Verified box and the 
SCN number. 

 Wants and warrants can be checked manually through eSun via SDLaw.  

 

Click on "Wanted/Missing Persons" to initiate search.  
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For Unit: You will enter "SH" plus your ARJIS (i.e. SH0001) 

 

To run an inquiry:  

• Enter Last Name, First Name 
• Date of Birth in an eight-digit format (year, month, day).  
• Click on Submit Inquiry  

The search results will roster similar sounding names with a date of birth span of 5 years. 
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Click on "Messages"  

An additional screen will pop out. Click on the box that displays '7 New Msgs'. Verify and clear 
Wants and Warrants as instructed above. 

Careful matching is needed to connect an incarcerated individual to any warrants.  Use identifiers 
such as CII number, FBI number, DOB, SSN, AKA's, and demographics.  It is possible to have more 
than one entry for the same subject. 

SUN – STATE AND NATIONAL CHECKS 

The San Diego User’s Network, SUN, is a computer system that has the ability to access the 
California Department of Justice Wanted Person File in Sacramento (CII), and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation Wanted Person File in Washington, D.C. (NCIC). It is possible the same warrant 
will be in both systems. 

In addition to manually running Wants and Warrants we must check for any active Restraining 
Orders, via eRestraining Order Query.  
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To run an inquiry, enter the following information:  

• Enter Last Name, First Name 
• Date of Birth: year, month, day (1911-11-11 dashes are necessary)  
• Click on search 

*Notify sworn staff of any restraining orders that need to be served. 
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WARRANT SCHEDULING 

All limited warrants will be scheduled for court on the second day of arrest at the court of 
jurisdiction indicated on the warrant. The ARR designator will be used to ensure the incarcerated 
individual is pulled for court.  

Exceptions: 
Field Arrest and Warrants- When an incarcerated individual is booked on a field charge AND a 
limited warrant from the SAME court division, both arrests will be scheduled on the 3rd day, ARR. 
 
Juvenile Court Warrants will be sent the 2nd court date in JUVSD.  If accompanied by a field 
arrest, schedule for the next court day after the field arrest (ARR).  Juvenile warrants will not be 
scheduled or released per PC 825 guidelines.  If no court document is received, a Court Contact 
Log, (J-17 form) will be completed requesting further direction from the court.   
 
Superior Court Warrants These warrants (both felony and misdemeanor) can be identified by 
the court listed on the warrant. A court date will not be scheduled for these warrants. The court 
will enter a court date. 

1209 CCP - Civil Contempt warrants, will be scheduled for the next court date (per warrant 
instructions), at 0800.  During court hours, a Detentions Processing Technician (DPT) will contact 
the court immediately to notify them of the incarcerated individual's arrest and scheduled 
appearance date, time and department.  If after court hours, the custody record will be placed in 
the Detention Processing Supervisor’s (DPS) office, and a supervisor will contact the court in the 
morning.  At that time the court may set a new hearing date.  The custody record will remain in 
the DPS office. 

Commit Warrant – A No Bail warrant that states the number of days the subject is committed to 
custody. The disposition SNT automatically populates in JIMS for all charges based on this Type 
of Arrest. The case should be scheduled for court per PC 825. The Sentence Calculation will be 
completed after the incarcerated individual has been heard in court and a court document is 
received.  The case is not to be released per PC 825. 

 

 

 

 

http://ssp.sdsheriff.com/DSB/IPD/_layouts/WordViewer.aspx?id=/DSB/IPD/FORMS%20%20Custody%20Processing/CUSTODY%20PROCESSING%20Forms/J-17%20Court%20Contact%20Log.doc&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fssp%2Esdsheriff%2Ecom%2FDSB%2FIPD%2FFORMS%2520%2520Custody%2520Processing%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx%3FRootFolder%3D%252FDSB%252FIPD%252FFORMS%2520%2520Custody%2520Processing%252FCUSTODY%2520PROCESSING%2520Forms%26FolderCTID%3D0x012000FC0BC7E8AE9F234C86BE8A80FB9F5ED9%26View%3D%7BCD92218B%2D1084%2D447E%2DBC74%2D4E98C5366675%7D&DefaultItemOpen=1

