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Arrest 

An arrest is a full seizure of a person's liberty, and their 4th Amendment rights. A police officer may arrest without 

a warrant a person believed by the officer upon "probable" cause to have been guilty of a crime.  

Probable Cause  

Probable Cause is the minimum required standard to effect a warrantless arrest. Probable Cause is based on a 

peace officer's belief that a person has committed a crime and is established through factual articulable evidence. 

The requirement to reach Probable Cause does not need to reach the level of proof beyond a reasonable doubt.  

Examples of Probable Cause on Jail grounds: 

• While walking through the jail parking lot a deputy peers through the window of an unoccupied vehicle 

and sees a glass pipe with a burnt bulbous end containing white residue sitting on the front driver's seat.  

 

• While the K-9 Deputy and their K-9 partner are walking through the jail parking lot, the K-9 alerts the K-

9 Deputy on an unoccupied vehicle. The K-9 is trained to alert on methamphetamine, cocaine, fentanyl, 

and heroin. The K-9 Deputy notifies you the K-9 alerted on the unoccupied vehicle, and you conduct a 

probable cause search.   

 

As peace officers, we have a duty to maintain the safety, security, and integrity of our facilities. Staying current 

with case law and policy changes will help us protect ourselves, the public trust, and our organizational values.  

 

 

 




