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electronic immobilization shield must be approved prior to deployment by the watch 

commander or designee. 

 

The electronic immobilization shield is considered less lethal, and care must be exercised in 

its use. A subject receiving a charge is likely to lose balance and fall to the ground. 

Reasonable precautions should be exercised to reduce the potential for injury.  

 

Whenever possible, the use of the electronic immobilization shield should be documented 

on digital video. 

 

1. ELECTRONIC IMMOBILIZATION SHIELD PREPARATION  

 

a. The shield shall be tested weekly to ensure the batteries remain at peak 

performance.  

b. Prior to use, inspect and activate the shield.  

c. Inspect for loose handles.  

d. Inspect for cracks in the shield. 

e. Inspect for cuts or tears in the metallic strips.  

f. The shield should not be activated upon a subject for more than eight seconds 

continuously.  

g. The device is used to drive back or pin violent subjects. 

 

2. Description and specifications. 

3. Effects of exposures. 

4. Body application points 

5. Shield Maintenance 

 

B. WARNINGS 

 

In situations where any force used is capable of causing serious injury or death, there is a 

requirement that, whenever feasible, the deputy must first warn the suspect that force will 

be used if there is not compliance. 

 

C. REPORTING PROCEDURES 

 

Deputies must verbally inform their supervisor as soon as practical, but in no event later than 

the end of shift when the electronic immobilization shield has been deployed. The deputy’s 

written report must include all pertinent facts relative to the use of the electronic 

immobilization shield and notification of a supervisor. 

 

Personnel may display the device to the incarcerated person prior to using it. If it is necessary 

to apply the device, the electronic current shall be discharged only as long as it is reasonable 

to bring the incarcerated person under control. 
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D. INJURY OR DEATH: 

 
Whenever incarcerated people are subjected to an electronic immobilization shield, once 
control has been established, all incarcerated people shall be immediately rolled onto their 
side or into a seated position and monitored for consciousness and breathing. The 
incarcerated person shall be immediately evaluated by detention health staff and examined 
by a physician as soon as practical.  
 
In the event of death caused by the use of the electronic immobilization shield , Department 
personnel will follow the procedures set forth in Section 8.2 of the Sheriff’s Department 
Manual of Policy and Procedures and in the detentions setting, Section M.7 of the Detentions 
Services Policy and Procedure.  

 

 

 

 

 

         

 




