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III. DISCUSSION 

 

Staff shall review and discuss the following topics as procedures for fire response and fire hose 

locations as described in DSB P&P sections I.1- Emergency Alarm Systems, H.5-Fire / Smoke 

Detection Systems, and H.1-Fire Procedures and related facility specific green sheets. 

 

A. FIRE SENSOR TYPES 

 

Briefly discuss each type of sensor and how it is activated. Each facility’s systems will include 

but may not be limited to: 

 

1. Smoke Detectors 

2. Heat Sensors 

3. Sprinkler Systems 

4. Manual Pull Alarms 

 

 

B. FIRE ALARM CONTROL PANELS 

 

Staff shall discuss and review fire alarm control panels (facility specific locations), associated 

enunciator panels, and how to respond to the panel when it is activated. Briefly describe the 

location and operation of: 

 

1. Fire Alarm Control Panels- Ensure personnel know how and when to silence the 

panel, and how and when to reset the panel. 

2. Fire Enunciator Panels- Ensure personnel know how to test and silence the enunciator 

panels. 

3. Fault Detection- It is important for staff to know they should not reset a fire alarm 

system if it has been activated by a fault. (Yellow fault lights instead of red alarm 

lights) Doing so makes it difficult for maintenance personnel to locate and repair the 

fault. 

 

Fire alarm systems will be tested annually by the Department of General Services and 

inspected by the local fire department biennially (every other year). The facility fire safety 

officer will ensure tests and inspections are completed. 
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C. SAFETY CONCERNS 

 

Staff shall discuss the following safety concerns as they pertain to location and simple 

operation. 

 

1. Halon System- Ensure staff understands the halon system works by removing oxygen 

from the air. Staff should not enter a space which has been flooded with halon unless 

they are wearing a Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) . 

2. Fire Doors- Ensure staff knows the importance of not blocking fire doors open / closed 

and not overriding the system. (If equipped) 

3. Gas Shut off valves 

4. Air exchange shutoff (If equipped) 

 

D. DISCOVERY OF FIRE / SMOKE 

 

Discovery of fire or smoke can happen two ways; a person makes the discovery, or a system 

sensor is activated. Refer to facility specific green sheets and the Emergency Operations 

Manual (EOM) and discuss your facility specific response to fire or smoke. 

 

In all cases, the person(s) discovering the fire or responding to investigate the cause of the 

alarm must clearly and accurately report: 

 

1. The location of the fire/smoke 

2. Extent of the fire/smoke 

3. The type of material burning 

4. What steps are or will be taken to suppress the fire 

5. If any people are present 

 

No less than two deputies should respond to investigate the cause of an alarm. 

 

E. NOTIFICATIONS 

 

At a minimum, control, shift supervisors, and the watch commander will be notified of fire or 

smoke within the facility and the actions being taken to address the situation. 

 

The control deputy’s primary responsibility is to contact the Fire Department via 911. Refer 

to your facility EOM for specific notifications. 
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F. EVACUATION, FIRE KEYS, RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Refer to facility specific green sheets and EOM to address procedures concerning: 

 

1. Evacuation 

2. Fire key sets 

3. Post Position responsibilities 

 

G. SUPPRESSION 

 

When fighting a fire, time is precious. Keep time on your side by knowing exactly where the 

fire hoses are located throughout your facility and how to use them. Acting fast can make the 

difference between a small fire and one that can potentially consume the entire building. 

 

Prior to addressing any fire, notify your facility control so the fire department can be notified 

as soon as possible. 

 

Be realistic about your capabilities to fight a fire. Do not attempt to suppress a fire that is too 

large for a small team to control.  Evacuate affected areas as needed. 

 

H. FIRE HOSES 

 

Although the fire hoses and nozzles in each detention facility may have different 

manufacturers, the operating principles are the same. The same may be said of the fire 

turnout gear. It is critical for sworn staff to be familiar with the locations of firefighting 

equipment and personal protection safety equipment. 

 

Utilizing facility maps or other pertinent materials discuss the location and type of various fire 

hoses located throughout the facility. Fire hoses in each facility may consist of the following 

types: 

 

1. Unlined cotton hose with adjustable brass nozzle- Usually hung on a rack and must be 

pulled completely off the rack to be used. 

2. Single or double jacketed hose- Usually located in a fire response room or on a fire 

response cart. These hoses are normally used for hose extensions and may also be 

connected to fire hydrants with an adapter.  Also, usually fitted with a variable nozzle 

with a shutoff bale. 

3. Single 100-foot rubber hose on a retractable reel- Does not need to be pulled completely 

off the reel to use. Does not need to be removed for draining. 
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I. FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

 

Fire extinguishers are located throughout all facilities in or near all offices, workspaces, storage 

rooms, or other enclosures. Briefly describe the operation of the Standard Multi- Purpose Fire 

Extinguisher: 

 

1. Check pressure gauge. 

2. Use only on small fires using PASS method: 

 

 

 
J. FIRE RESPONSE ROOMS 

 

Every facility will maintain an area where fire protective clothing (turnout gear) and other 

safety equipment are stored. This equipment must be maintained in serviceable condition and 

be immediately available for use. Generally, this area is referred to as the Fire Response 

Room. Discuss the facility specific location of the Fire Response Room and the equipment 

contained therein. At a minimum, the Fire Response Room should have the following 

available: 

 

1. Fire turnouts gear – Various sizes of pants and jackets 

2. Firefighting gloves – Various sizes 

3. Fire fighters style helmets 

4. May or may not have a flashlight attached 

5. May or may not have goggles attached 

6. Fire fighters rubber boots – Various sizes 

7. Flash hoods (Nomex) 

8. Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (Survivairs, Scott) 

9. Rescue Rope 

10. Extra flashlights 

11. Extra SCBA bottles 

 

K. FIRE RESPONSE CART 

 

Depending on facility design and available space, a fire response cart may be located 

within the fire response room. The cart should be easily maneuverable and contain a 

minimum of the following equipment: 

 

P – Pull the pin 

A – Aim at the base of the fire 

S – Squeeze trigger to dispense 

S – Sweep back and forth 
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1. Several 1½” inch jacketed fire hoses in minimum 50-foot lengths 

2. Variable stream nozzles with shutoff bale 

3. Fire hydrant adapters – (1 ½” to 2 ½”) 

4. Fire hydrant / Nozzle multi-purpose wrenches 

5. Fire Axe 

6. Extra SCBA bottles 

7. Marking Chalk 

8. Other fire safety or rescue equipment should be readily available if needed. 

 

a. Door wedges 

b. Multi-purpose pry bar (Halligan tool) 

c. Emergency Rescue Saw 

d. Bolt cutters 

e. Sledgehammer 

f. Ventilation / Smoke Evacuation fans 

 

IV. ONGOING TRAINING 

 

Each team should have training in place to practice fire response techniques that are inherent to 

your specific facility.  How often and efficient training is accomplished will have a direct e f f e c t  on 

the success of fire response. All deputies and sergeants will be tested twice a year in knowledge and 

use of their emergency equipment, including fire hoses and extinguishers. Testing will be 

documented, and retraining scheduled as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 




